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Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

OPERATIONS TRAINING WORKING GROUP 

Teleconference Meeting 

 July 11, 2016  
 

• MINUTES • 
 
 

Attendees 

 John  Allen  CUS 

 Angie  Blacketer  LES 

 Kevin   Ballany  AECC 

 Shannon   Bolan  NPPD 

 Kim  Burnside  SPP 

 Amy  Casavechia  SPP 

 Ella   Caillouette  NWEnergy 

 Becky  Gifford  SPP 

 Brian  Goracke  NPPD 

 Jim  Gunnell  SPP 

 John  Gunter  SPP 

 John  Lindsey  CLECO 

 Karen  McGee  AEP 

 Dave  Millam  KCPL 

 Joel   Robles  OPPD 

 PJ  Rose  SPP 

 Sing  Tay  SPP 

 Karen  Thomas  SPP 

 Jimmy  Womack  SPP 

 Keeth  Works  SPA 

Agenda Item 1:  Call to Order  

Denney Fales (KCPL) called the meeting to order at 1330.   
 

Agenda Item 2:  Statement and Attendance 

Michael Daly (SPP) read the introductory language from the Chair/Staff Secretary training and 

then took attendance.   

 

Agenda Item 3:  Consent Agenda 

Denney Fales noted that the minutes from the May 19th meeting would need to be revised 

to reflect Chris Dodds (WRI) as being in attendance.  Chris Dodds (WRI) made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda, which included the approval of the July 11th meeting agenda as 

well as the meeting minutes from the May 19th meeting.  Robert Hirchak (CLECO) seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed with no opposition or abstentions.   

 

 

 

 

OTWG Members in Attendance 

Denney Fales KCPL Chair 

Robert Hirchak CLECO Vice Chair 

Chris  Dodds WRI  

Michael  Gaunder OGE  

Mike Hood AECC Proxy:  Kevin Ballany 

Danny Johnson XCEL  

Dan O’Neill WAPA  

Carroll  Reddick WFEC  

Derek Stafford GRDA  

Steve Tegtmeier LES  

Stanley Winbush AEP  

 

        OTWG Members not in Attendance 

 Sheldon   Hunter SECI  Proxy:  Derek Stafford 

 Russell  Moore CUS  Proxy:  Chris Dodds 

 Edgar  Rivera LUS  
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Agenda Item 4: Review of Previous Action Items  

Michael Daly provided an update on the action items from the previous meeting.  His 

update can be found here. 
 

Agenda Item 5:  Reliability Training Update  

a.  Partial System Restoration Drill 

John Gunter (SPP) briefed members about the recent Partial System Restoration Drill held 

on June 7.  He reviewed both participant feedback submitted via course evaluations and 

proctor feedback submitted via conference call.  All feedback was helpful in identifying 

areas to improve the next drill scheduled for November 29-30th.  John will send an email 

soliciting participants for the next drill with responses due to him by August 19th.   

 

b.  2017 VILT Course Selection Update 

Michael Daly reported on behalf of Gay Anthony about the responses received so far from 

members regarding selecting VILT courses for 2017.  Gay emailed members on June 20 

and received 10 responses by July 5.  Based on the responses submitted so far, Power 

System Protection is listed as a course to keep, Flowgate Mitigation has 60% support as a 

course to keep, and Marketplace Reliability has 50% support as a course to keep.  SPP 

staff will compile a list of possible relevant VILT course offerings and send to members.  

Members will then have 25 points to vote on the proposed topics and submit responses to 

SPP staff.  Deadlines will be determined at a later date and shared with members.  These 

results would be tentatively discussed during our teleconference meeting on August 1. 

 

John Gunter asked members for feedback on how SPP staff can enhance existing VILT 

courses to better meet their needs.  Ultimately, the working group decided it would be 

more beneficial to have that discussion during the August 1 teleconference.  The 

postponement will enable members to consider current VILT offerings along with any 

proposed new offerings for 2017.     

 

c.  2017 SOC Topic Discussion 

John Gunter shared with the group topics that had been submitted to him by members for 

consideration in developing content for the 2017 SOCs.  John will email this list to all 

members for further discussion during the August 1 teleconference.    

 

d.  Upcoming Reliability Training Classes 

PJ Rose (SPP) reviewed the upcoming schedule of reliability training classes. 

 

e.  Registration Update 

Kim Burnside (SPP) shared the latest information regarding the registration and waitlists 

for 2016 Reliability courses.  

 

f. CROW CBT Update 

John Gunter reported to the group three different Revision Requests (RRs) would likely 

necessitate updates to the CROW CBT.  However, one of those RRs—RR 98—required 

system changes to CROW but may soon be removed from the system.  To other RRs—RR 

134 and RR 159—are still working their way through the stakeholder process.  John asked  

http://www.spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=43856
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members if SPP staff could refrain from revising the CROW CBT until a later time when all 

updates will be approved and known.  Members agreed to wait to update the CBT.      

 
Agenda Item 6:  Marketplace / Market Operations Training Update 

Amy Casavechia (SPP) reported that the Marketplace Symposium will be held on October 5 
and 6, 2016.  There will be eight sessions this year held over two days, enabling participants 

to attend all sessions offered.  Other market training courses available include Commitment 
Considerations in the Day-Ahead Market and Myth Busting Ramp in the Integrated 

Marketplace.  Registration for all of these offerings is available via the SPP Learning Center. 
 

Agenda Item 7:  Lessons Learned from Audits 

a.  Discussion/Questions/Insights/Compliance Concerns 
b. NATF Peer Reviews 
Due to a lack of time, Denney Fales asked that any related items for this agenda item be 
held until the August 1 teleconference.   
 
Agenda Item 8:  Operations Reliability Working Group (ORWG) Update 
Robert Hirchak shared a few items from the recent ORWG meeting.  His update included:  
a.) the Voltage Task Force continued its work with PowerTech labs; b.) FERC had issued a 
ruling (Order 827) on reactive power requirements for non-synchronous generation; c.) the 
next Load Shed Drill would occur on August 11; and d.) SPP would host and Emergency 
Preparedness: Winter Workshop in Little Rock on September 13.   
 
John Gunter added to Robert’s report by reminding members to follow the developments of 
RRs 140 and 168.  RR 140 proposes a 30 minute standardization of ratings, and RR 168 
proposes a short-term emergency rating.  These proposals can be found on spp.org by 
searching for revision requests.  Also, John shared that the communications tool project 
discussed earlier in the year had been tabled by the ORWG.  A new task force—the 
Operating Criteria Review Task Force—has formed under the ORWG, and changes to the 
criteria would likely be forthcoming over the next 18 months.     
 
Agenda Item 9:  OTWG Nominations     
Joel Robles, a trainer with OPPD, was nominated for the vacant position on the group.  
Following up from our May 19th meeting, he again shared his education and career history 
with the group.  Denney Fales then asked the voting members to respond to a WebEx poll 
about whether to move Joel’s nomination forward to Nick Brown, president and CEO of 
Southwest Power Pool.  Michael Daly reminded all members that their responses would be 
tabulated and, if a majority of responses indicated to move the nomination forward, a 
report would be submitted to Nick for his review and approval.    
 
Agenda Item 10:  PER 006-1 Update 

Jim Gunnell (SPP) reported that the measure passed with about 85% support and would 

go into effect 24 months from the date approved by NERC.  

 

Agenda Item 11:  Roundtable 
No items were shared. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://spp.csod.com/client/spp/default2.aspx
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Agenda Item 12:  Summary of Action Items  

1. John Gunter to carbon copy members on the participant email that addresses SOC 
feedback and SPP staff responses. 

2. John Gunter to send email soliciting participants for the November 29-30 Partial 
System Restoration Drill with responses due to John by Friday, August 19, 2016. 

3. SPP Staff to send a list of relevant VILT course offerings to members for use in voting 
to determining the 2017 VILT courses. 

4. Members to vote with 25 points on proposed 2017 VILT courses and submit feedback 
to SPP by a yet to be determined deadline. 

5. John Gunter to email members with a list of topics being considered for the 2017 
SOC.  Members are to review the list and provide feedback during the August 1 
teleconference.  

 

Future Meetings 
 

OTWG Teleconference  
August 1, 2016 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. CDT 
Click here to register. 

 
 

Agenda Item 14:  Adjournment 

Denney Fales adjourned the meeting at 1505. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael Daly, Secretary 

 

https://www.spp.org/events/calendar/operations-training-working-group-teleconference-2-1-1/

